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EDITORIAL

Welcome to my winter Newsletter which marks the
last issue of the year. | do hope that you will find it of
interest. My first article describes a great find and assists
us with one of our ongoing searches. The next article
delves a little deeper into Wrenn'’s early exhibitions at
the Racing Car Shows which usually took place at the
end of the year and were an alternative addition to the
Toy Fairs. The following article looks at a couple of
oddities that have surfaced on eBay. Finally Maurice
Gunter has discovered some more original Patent
documents from his archive which relate to Wrenn’s
desire to protect their unique slot car product ranges.

NEW INTERNATIONAL AGENT FOUND

| am very grateful to my very first Newsletter subscriber,
Malcolm Saker, for discovering a very rare Price List.
This very interesting double-sided document was printed
on a sheet of White foolscap paper. It firstly states that
it had been produced by Lehman Kan Ltd, in Singapore,
for Wrenn 152. After a bit of research, | found that this
company was incorporated back in August 1946 and it
was still trading up to 2020. Seemingly they imported
many different types of products over the years, latterly
specialising in textiles and also construction materials
and products. Whilst the Price List is undated, | feel
confident that it was printed in 1963 from the items that
are listed. You may already be aware that Wrenn had
launched a lot of new products at the end of 1962 and
these would have filtered overseas over the following
months. Interestingly there was also a unique drawing
included, which was for the Malaysian Grand Prix that
was run on the Thomson Road Circuit in Singapore in
the early 60's. This was achieved with the inclusion of
the new T12-Curve sections and actually is a very good
representation of the circuit. Please see the photos
opposite, | have also included a photo of the circuit plan
from the 1963 Grand Prix race programme. So we now
have been able to establish another international agent
in our search for the 40 different countries that Wrenn
proudly announced they were exporting Formula 152
into. Thank you so much Malcolm, this really is great.
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NEW INTERNATIONAL AGENT FOUND - continued
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RACING CAR SHOWS

In late 1961 Wrenn decided to advertise their new 152 ; xi RACING CAR
system to a more targeted audience, at only the second ¥
Racing Car Show. This was to be held between the 30th
December 1961 and the 6th January 1962 at the Royal
Horticultural Halls in London. They exhibited a working
152 layout on a shared stand with the Miniature Auto
Society, who also had on display a full set of Corgi and
Matchbox die-cast cars, the range of Merit 1/24 racing
car construction kits and the imported 1/43 range of
French Solido cars. Wrenn also took the advantage of
having a full page advert in the exhibition programme.
At the 1st Racing Car Show, the previous year, the
Miniature Auto Society had exhibited their new hand- aicial thes Gty Ta Eitiags . iipeens |
built 1/24 slot car layout and for this show they had PO
modified their layout and this year were erecting it in [ T
one of the other halls. They were intending to run a
competition for the show visitors which included trophies
for the winners and for the Guards Trophy race there
were also cash prizes for the fastest three racers since
this was sponsored by Guards cigarettes. Does anyone
remember going to the show and seeing the Wrenn 152
layout or even having a photo? You may remember that
there were sports car races held at Brands Hatch in the
early 1960's and also later at a few other circuits which
also competed for the yearly Guards Trophy.... but for

a lot more prize money! From perusing the later year’s
Racing Car Show programmes it does seem that
Scalextric didn’t follow Wrenn’s lead of displaying a
working slot racing layout until a couple of years later

and then they were followed by Airfix and others. After
Wrenn'’s initial appearance at this 1961/2 show it does
seem as though Wrenn were happy to be represented

at future shows by the newly opened Auto-Models shop
who had their own exhibition stand at the 3rd Racing Car
Show. They stated in the programme that they were
displaying ‘A comprehensive range of electric miniature
racing circuits from Scalextric, Airfix, Wrenn and Meccano
‘Circuit 24' for comparison. So | am wondering if this
means that they actually had a working Wrenn 152 layout
alongside the other manufacturers? The 4th Racing Car
Show programme lists Airfix as having a separate
exhibition stand for their range of products and they also
paid for a full page advertisement for their slot car

range in the programme. Any additional information on
Wrenn’s presence at these shows would be gratefully
received.
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NEW FINDS ON EBAY NEW FINDS ON EBAY continued

| was interested to see a couple of sales on eBay
recently which contained Wrenn 152 items that | had

not seen before. The first item is one of the later generic
cardboard cartons. This has ‘DC Motor 18/3' written in
possibly Black biro. We have often wondered if Wrenn
sold the DC Motors in cartons but have never seen one
to document. Those DC Motors that have been seen
individually, have been in the small polythene bags with
a staple for security. So this one will have been available
at a UK shop and from the price shown would have been
sold between August 1964 and May 1965, when the
price was increased to 21/9 or £1-1-9. Please see the
photo below. The next sale was for 6No T6-Short Straights
but on closer inspection they were a little odd. Each piece
of Track was missing the two central steel contact strips
and their track connectors. This just left the Track pieces
with their outer pair of contact strips. One of the Track
pieces did however have some damage to the remaining
vertical, polystyrene remaining sections around the slot
and the gap left by the missing inner pair of contact strips.
So this would seem to indicate that the contact strips had
been removed by the previous owner, | wonder why?
Without the inner pair of contact strips, the logical
assumption would be that the owner just used his track
layout for ‘simple’ racing, without the facility of changing
lanes. As you may hopefully be able to see in the 2nd
photo opposite, the owner has written in pencil under-
neath each piece, numbers and arrows. These numbers
are 9, 10, 14, 16, 24 & 50 and may have been used to
make up a large layout, possibly mounted onto a board?
Your thoughts on this are very welcome.

MORE PATENT DOCUMENTS FOUND

As an update to my previous article back in Newsletter
No17, | am delighted to say that Maurice Gunter has
found some more Patent documents relevant to those
that Wrenn lodged for their Formula 152 system in his
archive. After an initial look through them, there are
some original documents about the ‘Electrical Racing
Track Arrangement’ dated 28 July 1959 but also some
titled ‘Electric Vehicle Track (Point Changing)’ from 16
March 1962 and these are all relevant to the Patent
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MORE PATENT DOCUMENTS FOUND continued

No 894.837 that was granted regarding the Track. There
are others which concern the Patent that was granted
for the ‘Improved Miniature Electric Motor’ which we
know as the Grand Prix 9-Volt motor. Significantly there
is also a very impressive US Patent document for
‘Miniature Electric Motors’ that is dated 8 May 1956 and
this was actually granted to a certain Roy C. Vaughan of
Teheran in Iran! which throws up some more questions.
As | said in my previous article, the designer of the
9-Volt motor that Wrenn applied for Patenting in August
1966 was pmore than likely the same Roy Vaughan. The
specification drawings in this early US Patent do look
very different from both of the actual production Vibrator
motor and the 9-Volt motor but there seems to be a few
component details which seem familiar to the Vibrator
and the 9-Volt motor. These obviously need some further
scrutiny but, as previous, should you have any information
on Roy Vaughan’s involvement with the Wrenn brothers
and their Formula 152 and Grand Prix ranges, it would
be gratefully received to complete our information. Then
finally there are a number of legal documents sent by
the UK Patent Office to the Wrenn brothers concerning
their Patetns. These are all great and, as usual, | am
very grateful to Maurice for locating these valuable
documents. Please see the following photo showing a
sample of the documents.
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MORE PATENT DOCUMENTS FOUND continued
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This is the original 1956 document granting Roy Vaughan the
US Patent for ‘Miniature Electric Motors’.

USEFUL CONTACTS

Rob Miller has a website forum for Wrenn 152.
www.tapatalk.com/groups/wrenn152/

Site includes a forum for all slot car manufacturers
including Wrenn 152 and a Swap Shop.
www.slotforum.com

Site covers Wrenn railways and Wrenn 152 and
includes a list of currently available items for sale.
www.wrennspecialist.co.uk

This French manufacturer is again making the
reproduction urethane tyres for Wrenn 152 and
they are now just selling direct from their website.
www.slotcarstyres.com




