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EDITORIAL

Welcome to my first Newsletter of 2023, | hope that you
and your families enjoyed your year end celebrations.
This issue also marks the last issue of my 7th year of
producing these quarterly Newsletters. | am indebted to
many of you subscribers for contributing with photos and
memories from your Wrenn 152 journeys. My first article
includes some information of another new distributor in
a new country to add to our growing list of International
Agents and importers, which has been found and kindly
shared by Bernard.Sampson, my friend, over in Texas.
There are some other articles following, from Bernard’s
collection. Have you visited his online slotcar museum
website, it's well worth a visit and covers a multitude of
familiar and obscure slotcar manufacturers. There are
some recollections from one of our subscribers and then
finally some examples of some French conversions. |

ANOTHER INTERNATIONAL IMPORTER FOUND

My friend, Bernard Sampson, who lives over in the USA
has a wonderful collection of slot cars in his museum in
Texas and has discovered some important information.
He has found and kindly shared a rare Wrenn 152 Price
List. This was printed by Park Model Products, who seem
to have been the Agents and Distributors for Wrenn 152
in Canada. The Price List has been generated by having
the typewritten information on one of their letterheaded
pieces of paper. It is dated August 1/61 so this would
mean that Wrenn 152 was being exported into Canada
very soon after it’s launch in the UK. It also seems that,
from their address, the company was based adjacent

to Toronto Airport, in Terminal ‘K’. The Price List only
includes the No1 Basic Set, the RC-1 Cooper and RC-2
Ferrari cars and all of the similar initial items that were
available back in the UK, such as the additional Track
pieces, Fencing and Spares but with no prices yet for
the imminent buildings. This is great information and
helps us greatly with another missing piece in Wrenn’s
152 International Agent’s Network. Thank you Bernard
for sharing and if any of you has any information on any
other International Importers | would be grateful to hear
from you.
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ANOTHER INTERNATIONAL IMPORTER - continued
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CRAVEN NEWS LEAFLET

The second document that Bernard has kindly shared
photos of is a ‘home-produced’ leaflet by the owner of
the Craven Park club layout. This 5-page leaflet was
produced for the club members, it is dated May 1969,
and is numbered No12. Therefore | am assuming that
there would have been previous ones produced, Nos1-
11, probably during 1968 or possibly even earlier. The
first page (cover) is numbered 28, so perhaps previous
issues only had a couple of pages each? The front page
is titled ‘Craven News’ and it states that it is the Journal
of the ‘Town and Country Club’, it includes a description
of changes to the Craven Park layout, with a photo of
the layout taken by G. Blackman. The changes seem to
be a new section of custom-made track which is a 5ft
long chicane incorporating a number of curves which
ran around the public house building, with it's oak tree
and lawn. There is a short report of a Challenge Match
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CRAVEN NEWS LEAFLET - continued

race held on the previous month. The following 4No
pages were ‘reproduced by kind permission of G&R
Wrenn Ltd’ and titled ‘Servicing and Tuning Notes for
‘152" Mk | Motors’. Although these consist of the pages
extracted from the 4th edition of the A10-Instruction
Manual for the Vibrator-motored Cars, surprisingly they
have also included 2No line drawings of the BRM,
which, as we all know, was never manufactured with
that type of motor. Please see the photos below. It is
great to see photos of this document but, as usual, there
are some other questions that it has raised: were all of
the previous issues of the Craven News concerning the
Craven Park layout and it's budding racers? how many
issues were there? are any of these issues still in
existence today? If anyone does have any further
information on the club, the previous ownership of the
layout or anything concerned with them it would be great
to hear from you. Bernard also has a collection of the
original cars that raced on the layout, please see the
following article.
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CRAVEN PARK RACING STABLE

To accompany the previous article, Bernard has also
kindly shared some photos of a collection of Wrenn 152
Vibrator-motored Cars that were raced on the Craven
Park layout. The original photos that accompanied the
article on the Craven Park layout in the Model Roads &
Racing magazine from 1964 and the photos of the
layout that | have been given by it’s last owner, do seem
to confirm this. As can be seen in the following photos
the majority of these Cars have had varying degrees of
customisation. They have been ‘garaged’ in a custom-
made wooden case having a leather cover which seems
to contain cars from, at the least, two racing teams.
These have been named ‘Team Aries’ and ‘Team Omega’.
All'l can say is thank you so much Bernard for sharing
your photos and information.
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WRENN 152 INCLUDED IN A UK BROCHURE

Clive Mills, one of our subscribers, has rediscovered a
brochure from his past, which he believes is from 1966.
This includes over 40 pages, listing what Auto Models
were offering by mail order and directly from their shop
in Moorgate, London. Wrenn 152 was rubbing shoulders
with other slot car system manufacturers such as VIP,
Airfix, Champion and the new kids on the block with
their new cars from Cox, Monogram, Tamiya and Tokyo
Plamo. There is a full list of Wrenn’s 152 range of Sets
and Accessories and it very is interesting to note that
Auto-Models were still offering the original E1-Controllers
(although these were featured in a separate section
specifically for hand controllers), Instruction Manuals and
the AS1-Assorted Spares packs for the Vibrator motors
at this very late stage. These items were being offered
alongside all of the ‘new’ 152 DC-motored Sets, Cars
and Spares. As Clive has said, it was a wonderful shop
but sadly long gone now and replaced with a brand new
office building. Thank you for sharing this brochure and
your recollections Clive, they are great. Please see the
photos below and do you remember Auto-Models?

EXAMPLE OF WRENN 152 CAR CONVERSIONS

The following photos are from a collection of Wrenn 152
cars that were advertised in France on eBay. | have
subsequently noticed that these cars and figures have
appeared again for sale, this time offered by another
seller and in a number of batches. Did you buy any of
them? If you did it would be good to hear from you.
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EXAMPLE OF WRENN 152 CAR CONVERSIONS - cont.

All of the cars have had their original drivers and also
their windscreens replaced. The driver figures are all the
same and are larger than the original ones but this does
mean that they are more detailed. The correct wrap-
around windscreens have been replaced with smaller,
and thinner, clear acetate ones which allow the new,
larger drivers to be installed. In the original auction there
were a number of other mechanics and full driver figures
in the same scale, please see the previous photos.

It seems as though out of the six cars, there was at the
least one of them that had been converted to have an
alternative rotary motor installed in place of the Vibrator

Page 4

EXAMPLE OF WRENN 152 CAR CONVERSIONS - cont.

motor. Within all of the photos of the cars, there was only
this car which had two photos taken that showed the
underneath of it's Chassis and it’s internal rearrangement.
However all of them may have had these changes. As
you can see in the photos the motor is clamped onto the
Chassis with a thin strip of what looks like copper, the
ends of which exit through the rear slots made for the
Vibrator motor’s Coil Cover. The Chassis has also had
to be modified to accept this new motor. Hopefully you
will be able to see that the two rear body pin support
holes have had to be removed, which is similar to
Wrenn’s solution when installing their 9-Volt motor in the
Maserati and Vanwall cars. The motor has a small Black
plastic pinion and this engages onto a new Cream
coloured contrate. The original Collectors have been
replaced with what looks like 1/32 scale braid, again
similar to Wrenn’s 9-Volt car solution, which will
obviously have removed the multi-car running facility.
You can also hopefully see that the owner has taken
care to insulate the front axle from any possible shorting
with the new wiring and they have also been using the
new urethane tyres that are back on sale again (see

the listing below).

USEFUL CONTACTS

Rob Miller has a website forum for Wrenn 152.
www.tapatalk.com/groups/wrenn152/

Site includes a forum for all slot car manufacturers
including Wrenn 152 and a Swap Shop.
www.slotforum.com

Site covers Wrenn railways and Wrenn 152 and
includes a list of currently available items for sale.
www.wrennspecialist.co.uk

This French manufacturer is again making the
reproduction urethane tyres for Wrenn 152 and
they are now just selling direct from their website.
www.slotcarstyres.com




