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EDITORIAL

With this December Newsletter, | would like to wish you
all compliments of the season and hope that it finds you
and your families well. This year has obviously been a
very trying time for everyone around the world and | do
hope that you have not experienced too many hardships
but have managed to come through it unscathed.

The first article in this issue is a review of the, almost
forgotten, boxed Extension Packs. | am then delighted

to follow this with some exciting news about Wrenn 152
featuring in an actual movie! Finally to keep the movie/
photographic theme going we have an article on Wrenn'’s
use of photos in their advertising and on the early Set
boxes. | hope that you enjoy reading them and find them
interesting.

EXTENSION PACKS

As you will probably already know, when Wrenn decided
to expand their range of standard Sets in September
1961, they also introduced two Extension Packs which
enabled the standard Sets to be enlarged. One of them
(Extension Pack No 1) included just Track items, bagged
Barrier Fencing & Posts and a boxed T30-Bridge Support
Set, whilst the more expensive (Extension Pack No 1A),
also had the addition of a boxed Car and also a boxed
Controller. A photo of this latter one was first included in
the 3rd version of the Catalogue, please see opposite.
Both of the Extension Packs were supplied in the same
size of box with the particular type identified by the
printing of a small White gummed sticker having Black
printing applied to the side of the box lid. Since the box
was designed to accommodate all of the contents of the
‘larger’, Pack No 1A, Wrenn decided to include a special
packing piece of printed cardboard to replace both the
boxed Car and the Controller of the other set. These
unique items are seen only very rarely nowadays since
most of them tended to have been ‘lost’ by most owners
with them not really having a valid function apart from
just packing. This cardboard packing piece had a Red
facing which actually had a stippled finish (almost like
leatherette) and the printing was Black text with the
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EXTENSION PACKS continued

standard Cooper logo and it was then folded, with two
returns, to give it some rigidity. Although the Extension
Packs are now quite rare in themselves, over the
passing years unfortunately, the ones which have
survived very often do not include the original items
contained within them. | am indebted to Rob Miller for
kindly supplying the special packing piece in the photos
below. Please note that the coloured photos of the two
Extension Pack contents show the later versions of the
Packs, without the T20-Deflector Straights.
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WRENN LAYOUT ON THE SILVER SCREEN

| am not sure if you have seen the movie ‘Grand Prix’
which was released in 19667 It was directed by John
Frankenheimer and it starred James Garner. There were
a number of current racing drivers who were included in
the cast, Graham Hill, Bruce McLaren, Phil Hill and Dan
Gurney and also a number of cameos by many others.
These included Bandini, Bondurant, Brabham, Clark and
Ginther as well as Bernard Cahier and Raymond Baxter.
The movie was awarded 3 Academy awards and was
really the first to successfully show the glamour and the
tragedy of Grand Prix racing that existed at that time.
There were also two other actors who played a little part
in my youth, Toshiro Mifune (who you may know from
his Japanese samurai films) and Francgoise Hardy (the
French singer). Recently | came across a ‘staged’ Black
& White still photo including Francoise on one of the
later sets. This clearly shows a couple of the actors
interacting near a large slot car track, which is a 4-lane
layout of the Monza circuit that even includes the banking.
The layout is all assembled from Wrenn 152 track with
cars, fencing and buildings. | have to admit that | hadn’t
known this, so it was back to check the movie on
YouTube and yes it is there but if you blink long enough,
you can miss it. The actual scene with the layout occurs
late in the film at 2.14.17 until 2.14.53. So, although the
scene actually runs for 36 seconds, the layout is only
featured on screen for the first 13 seconds of that time.
However it is still great to see it.

The layout is very large and from the photo you can see
a number of Grandstands, each with their ‘Wrenn Formula
152" lettering to the canopy edge and their Daily Express
and the Motor Sport advertisements to the fronts. Two
have been used singly whilst there are four assembled
together with the two rear ones raised to continue the
stepped seating. These are to replicate the main grand-
stands at the circuit with the Race Control above. The
Trackside Pits do seem to be a little bit odd although the
rear of them are all that is seen. They seem to have the
door steps on the rear wall but the doors are not painted
(Dark Grey?) and the square Red boxes also seem to be
missing. Next all of the track sections seem to have a
pair of (countersunk?) holes in the centre of them which
will probably indicate that each piece of track had been
screwed down to the baseboards. Standard pieces of
Barrier Fence can be easily seen lining the track.
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WRENN LAYOUT ON THE SILVER SCREEN continued

So Wrenn 152 did make it onto the silver screen, back

in 1966. Finally, and this is just speculation, with the
scene taking place inside the on-site museum (there is

a view of a section of the Monza track clearly seen
outside the window), with the actors already in Monza
for the shooting of the other scenes and finally, with
Monza being so close to Milan, | am just wondering?
The layout could well have been built with the assistance
of Alessandro Zeni, the Italian importer of Wrenn 152,
who was also based in Milan just down the road? Maybe
that is just a coincidence but it could also be a possibility,
who knows. Should you have any further information it
would be great to hear from you but, until then, please
enjoy the photo below and watch the movie clip on
YouTube.

Starring in

Grand/Prix
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PHOTO ARTWORKS

Unlike all of the then current slot car manufacturers,
Wrenn did use photos within their initial advertising and
Set box artworks, which must have certainly made their
products stand out from the competition. It must have
also shown the confidence that Wrenn had for their
products being so accurate and, as we know, they did
promote it as ‘The world’s smallest and most realistic
electric model motor racing system’. Wrenn used photos
for their first Leaflets, in the Manuals and on the 1st
generation of their Set box lids. Apart from these, all of
the rest of the illustrations were specially generated,
with these ranging from half-tone illustrations of the cars,
pencil sketches, watercolour paintings and also line
drawings. Recently | had just been looking online at some
photos and there was the original one that had actually
been used to create one of Wrenn’s leaflets. The Black
and White photo that was featured on the front of the
‘Take this car..” leaflet which stated inside ‘Cover photo
courtesy of Motor Sport’. Of all of the photos that Wrenn
used, they had acknowledged the source of this photo
and those in the Manual but actually all of them that
were used were from Motor Sport library originally.

These photos are now part of the LAT photo library and
this one had been actually taken at the 1960 Dutch
Grand Prix with Phil Hill's Ferrari (1) leading Jack
Brabham’s Cooper, they were followed by Dan Gurney
(6) and Jo Bonnier (4) with their BRM’s. As a coincidence,
this photo was taken at the same corner and position as
the photo that had been used on the earlier ‘Sensational
New Winner’ leaflet. Please see the photos below that
shows the leaflet alongside the actual photo with the
‘crop’ lines indicated.
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PHOTO ARTWORKS continued

Wrenn'’s very first leaflet, the ‘Sensational New Winner’,
was originally produced back in late 1959 where it was
used as an initial promotional leaflet in order to generate
interest in Wrenn 152 before it was actually launched to
the public in early 1960. This leaflet was modified as
time went on until the final version which accompanied
the launch of the Sets but the photo used did not change
across all of the three versions. The photo from this
leaflet was taken at the 1959 Dutch Grand Prix with
Jean Behra (1) in his Ferrari in the lead with Stirling
Moss (11) in his Cooper and Phil Hill (3) following in his
Ferrari. Unfortunately Graham Hill (14) in his Lotus was
cropped out of the photo. The photos below show an
example of one of the leaflets and the photo with the
‘crop’ lines indicated.

The next photos used were on the 1st generation Set
box lids although they both seem to be photomontages,
consisting of a number of photos assembled together.
Back then drivers used different numbers at different
Grand Prix, unlike today where the driver’'s number is
fixed throughout the season, so identifying the drivers
and the circuits is made easier. The main one on the
box lid top, | believe, consists of photos from different
Grand Prix from the 1959 season. The upper photo
section seems to have been taken at the Reims circuit,
near to the finish line with the adjacent BP Energol
advertising. However identifying this photo is extremely
difficult. The Ferrari is being driven by Tony Brooks and
this was taken at the Portuguese Grand Prix. The leading
Cooper is being driven by Jack Brabham and this photo
was taken at the British Grand Prix and the nose of the
other Cooper is probably a duplicate of this one. For the
smaller photomontage on the box sides, it includes just
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PHOTO ARTWORKS continued PHOTO ARTWORKS continued
two photos, both taken at the same corner at the 1959 Finally Wrenn did include two more single photos within
Dutch Grand Prix. Jack Brabham is in his Cooper and the A10-Instruction Manual which were used alongside
the Ferrari is being driven by CIiff Allison, one of those the half-tone illustrations of the Cooper and Ferrari cars
forgotten British drivers of that time. Please see the for comparison. These were only used in the first three
photos below for comparison. versions of the Manual and they also did feature an

LT 5 2 S o gl acknowledgement to their source, from Motor Sport also.

These photos are also from the 1959 Dutch Grand Prix,
Jack Brabham in his Cooper and Phil Hill in his Ferrari.
Please see the Manual page and the photos below.
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USEFUL CONTACTS

Rob Miller has a website forum for Wrenn 152.
www.tapatalk.com/groups/wrenn152/

Site includes a forum for all slot car manufacturers
including Wrenn 152 and a Swap Shop.
www.slotforum.com

Site covers Wrenn railways and Wrenn 152 and
includes a list of currently available items for sale.
www.wrennspecialist.co.uk

French manufacturers of reproduction urethane tyres
for Wrenn 152 who sell either direct online at
www.slotcarstyres.com or via eBay as seller dauremy.
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