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EDITORIAL

Welcome to my first Newsletter of 2020. This may be a
little late with my New Year wishes but | do wish each
of you and your families all the very best for what'’s left
of this year. The main article is devoted to all of the
Spares & Accessory bags produced by Wrenn for their
152 items. The next article is on an elusive spare which
has just been discovered. This is followed by an article
on the Swedish Catalogues. Next, as promised, are
George Stamper’s recollections from his youth on his
first introduction to Wrenn formula 152. Finally there is
an article on two new artworks recently discovered by
Maurice Gunter. Don’t forget that this year’s Slot Car
Festival at Gaydon is due to take place on the weekend
of 16th & 17th May. Unfortunately | cannot attend this
year but | am sure that there will be plenty to see and
you may even pick up some Wrenn 152 items or spares.

SPARES & ACCESSORY BAG HEADERS

As most of you will already know, Wrenn used different
coloured card headers to identify the polythene bags
which contained the various Spares and Accessories.
It does seem as though originally Wrenn used a Pale
Green printed card for all of these headers and only
latterly did they introduce other colours such as Pink,
Cream and Pale Yellow. So all of the Spares headers
seen are Pale Green, although various shades of these
are now in existence where these have probably been
caused by exposure to sunlight over the intervening
years. Please see the photos opposite.

With regards to ones for the Spares these were all of the
small, square design although there have been a few

variants of the printed rears. The first ones were obviously

generated at the time of the Vibrator motors, with the
appropriate Spares, and some later versions were then
printed with the relevant prices added. When the change
to the DC motors happened it does seem as though the
only relevant header seen was a new one (left hand seen
in the photo) that included the XG6-Collectors, the XG8-
Collector Conversion set, the G32/33-Tyres and the
AS1-Assorted Spares.
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SPARES & ACCESSORY BAG HEADERS continued

The first large header for the Accessories is interesting
in that it includes the T30-Bridge Supports, which would
significantly mean these originally appeared in a packet
before being subsequently available in the Boxed Set.
The first variant of the Accessories header was seen
with the introduction of a new coloured card, this time
Pink, which was latterly produced for the Fencing items
and the Transfers only. A notably later change was when
the header for the Transfers was specifically produced
and printed onto another change of colour card (now
Cream from Pink) which included the instructions for
their application on the rear instead of on a separate
Pale Green paper insert. The Accessory header was
changed again removing the Transfers but adding the
prices. Please see the relevant photos below.
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SPARES AND ACCESSORY BAG HEADERS continued

A Cream header was also used for the A6-Flag Sheets.
Finally | have included photos of the two special, Yellow
card headers which were for the K1-Pit Stand Kit and
the K2-Scale Figures with their drawings on the header
fronts and descriptions on the rears.

If anyone can add any information or alternative headers
to these above they would be gratefully received. The
last photo below is what | believe to be one of the rarest
Spares, the one for the TT10-Track Fixing Pins, although
these just have one of the ‘standard’ headers. | have, so
far, resisted the temptation to open the packet and
actually count all of the pins inside!

wlf
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AN ELUSIVE SPARE

Recently | was delighted to discover something in the
bottom of a box of spares that | had just bought, which
| had never seen before and therefore did not know if

it actually existed. It was always assumed that this item
was just an identification code, like similar ones from
early days of Formula 152. However | can now confirm
that this is one of a rarely seen C6-Cooper Chassis
and there would probably have also been an F6- Ferrari
Chassis as well. Please see the photos below which
show the Cooper Chassis with the Speed Lever and
single exhaust fitted.

—_

As a footnote to the above, there were obviously a small
number of bagged Spares that did not have a header.

| feel that it is safe to assume that these would have
been items which were certainly not commonly ordered,
and could have even been held by the dealers for future
orders. It certainly would have made common sense for
Wrenn not to go to the expense of printing specific
headers for these few items. A list of these would include
the following items which have been seen without a pack
header: C6-Cooper Chassis, G37-Guide Pins, and the
M1-DC Motor. The F6-Ferrari Chassis, would also
qualify in this list, although at present this has not been
seen, yet. Can anyone confirm any of this?

_ %

WENTZELS SWEDISH CATALOGUES

| am indebted to Sven Nilsson, one of our Swedish
enthusiasts, for assisting with this article. As you may
already know Wentzels, was the Swedish importer of
Wrenn formula 152, and they had a number of special
catalogues designed and printed for their Swedish-
speaking market. Up to press, Sven has located 3No



NEWSLETTER No16

MARCH 2020

WENTZELS SWEDISH CATALOGUES continued

different versions of these and has kindly shared the
details of them. | did have some previously supplied
information on the early ones, that | included on the
website. As | have looked over these catalogues in some
detail, an interesting point has come to light. Firstly the
earliest one only features the No1 Basic Set, which is
understandable, however both later ones only list the
new No1 Set and the No2 Set. This poses a question
as to whether Wrenn decided to supply only these sets
to Wentzels for their Swedish market or was this a
decision that was applied to other countries?

Sven has also located one of this distributor’s main
catalogues for 1964, listing all of their toys and games.
This includes a section on Wrenn Formula 152 which
comprises six pages taking the various artworks from
their current catalogue listing the Vibrator-motored cars.
As you can see in the photo below, Wentzels’ used the
artwork for their Swedish Wrenn 152 catalogue on the
main toy catalogue’s front cover with the addition of an
illustration of two boys racing the cars. Thank you for
sharing these Sven, | am indebted as usual. If anyone
has access to any other leaflets or manuals from any
countries and in languages, other than the UK ones, |
would certainly like to hear from you.

T e e ] o
%ﬂ‘i TR

b E s A

Page 3

CHILDHOOD REMINISCENCES

George Stamper has kindly sent his recollections from
his childhood in the 60's below. These are unabridged,
so do please enjoy reading one young man’s happy
memories and experiences.

‘It all started really because of a Meccano 'O' gauge
clockwork train set back in Christmas 1957. Then 3
years later, like British Rail, | got electrified. Or rather
my trains did, when | changed up to Meccano's Hornby
'O0' gauge model railway. Then | also got interested in
slot car racing. As we (my Dad & |) preferred the better
quality of Meccano over Tri-ang, | was bought for
Christmas 1961, Meccano's Circuit 24. A good slot car
set, but with one big fault. When using, it interfered with
the TV, so the picture quality, which wasn't great in
those days, had wavy lines going across the screen. It
wouldn't have been so bad if it was just our TV, but it
also affected the neighbours, so | was banned from
using it after 6pm. The following year we went up to
London to the big toy store (can't remember if it was
Gamages or Hamleys) and bought more cars and go-
karts.

It was the year after that when '152' came into my life.
Again, we went up to London to buy my Christmas and
birthday (mid-January) presents. Then, like Paul on the
road to Damascus, enlightenment. There before my eyes
was this layout with these cars about half the size of '24'
bombing around at fantastic speed. That was it, Dad
forgot about '24', | need one of these sets. So began a
few years of 152" driving. Had a layout (circuit C in
catalogue) fixed on a board, so it could be lifted out of
the way. None of my mates had '152', so when we had
competitions, we raced '152' at my house and Scalextric
at theirs. That was how it was for a few years until about
1967 when 'life' got in the way. So, the '152' got stripped
down and put in a box, and moved from house to house
as | got older.

Then, a couple of months ago, my son and daughter-in-
law bought our 3-year-old grandson a small battery
powered race circuit. It lasted about half an hour when
one lane decided to stop working. Anyway, | saw this
and remembered my '152"' in a box. Next thing, the box
is 'found' and track and cars are out in the sunlight.’
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CHILDHOOD REMINISCENCES continued

‘The next couple of days consisted of track cleaning and
getting the cars moving. It was then that | found Nigel's
excellent website and the enthusiasm really kicked in.

| had 7 cars, 3 Ferraris, 3 Coopers and 1 Maserati. So,
seeing Nigel had a Vanwall for sale, | couldn't resist. |
have even bought more items off eBay (other auction
sites available).Then the big idea came about. The
bedroom that | used as an office before | retired would
make a great place for a layout. Room has now got
decorated, big clear out of books and the start of plans
for a 152" layout and also a model railway are being
worked out now. | think that's it for now and | will try to
send some photos when built. All the best to everyone
in 152" world.’

Thank you for sharing George and we hope that you
have fun getting ‘reacquainted’ with your Wrenn 152
set and building your new layout.

NEW ARTWORKS FOUND

As you may remember, Maurice Gunter has a (very?)
large pile of uncatalogued Wrenn paperwork. Whilst
searching through this he has discovered, and decided
to share, two separate artworks which would seem to
have been generated at some time during 1962. These
are the 4No simple layout plans which were included on
the rear of the Sensational New Winner leaflet and later
on the rear of the 2nd Catalogue. These were titled ‘No1
Basic Set Oval’, ‘Alternative Basic Set Oval’, ‘Figure
Eight Set No2' & ‘Grand Prix Circuit’. They also included
each of the finished layouts’ overall sizes. The other
piece of artwork is interesting in that it visualises the K2-
Pit Stand Kit, although this is a totally different view from
the one that was used in the UK Catalogue. However |
have discovered that this one was used in the 1963
Italian version that was printed for Alessandro Zeni.
Please see the photos opposite. This would seem to
indicate that Wrenn did have some artworks generated
for use in a number of the international, foreign language
leaflets. | am indebted to Maurice for finding and sharing
these, they are great. Thank you Maurice.
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NEW ARTWORKS FOUND continued
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Stop Press: The first batch of reproduction white metal
Cooper and Ferrari exhausts have arrived, as well as
the replacement Wheels, check the website for details.

USEFUL CONTACTS

Rob Miller has a website forum for Wrenn 152.
www.tapatalk.com/groups/wrenn152/

Site includes a forum for all slot car manufacturers
including Wrenn 152 and a Swap Shop.
www.slotforum.com

Site covers Wrenn railways and Wrenn 152 and
includes a list of currently available items for sale.
www.wrennspecialist.co.uk

French manufacturers of reproduction urethane tyres
for Wrenn 152 who sell either direct online at
www.slotcarstyres.com or via eBay as seller dauremy.




